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Sunday, July 5, 2020  

“Sensing the Interconnected Web” 
SUNDAY PROGRAM - WELCOME! 

 

GATHERING SONG #1040, “Hush”  
Most familiar to European-American audiences as a classically-styled choral Spiritual, Hush in this arrangement reflects the experience of the 
hymn as part of the lived singing tradition in an African-American congregation. 

PRELUDE   "Love Song" from "For Children", Sz.42 (Béla Bartók) Brett Carson (piano) 
WELCOME Rev. Leslie Takahashi 

Jaynese Davis, Board Representative 
AFFIRMATION OF COMMUNITY Rev. Leslie Takahashi 
SPECIAL MESSAGE  
INVOCATION  “Since What We Choose is What We Are”  

(Words: William DeWitte Hyde; Music: Thomas Tallis) 
Since what we choose is what we are, and what we love we yet shall be,  

the goal may ever shine afar - the will to win it makes us free. 
LIGHTING OF THE CHALICE  Neysa Matt 

Each week we light a chalice, which has become a symbol for Unitarian Universalists and our engagement in the world. 
CALL TO WORSHIP Les Polgar, Worship Associate 
HYMN #335, “Once When My Heart Was Passion Free” (Words: John B. Tabb; Music from Kentucky Harmony, 

1821))  
In her blog, “The Art of Meaning”, Rev. Kimberley Debus has been attempting to write commentary on all the hymns in 
Singing the Living Tradition. Regarding this hymn, she says, “These words, by Catholic priest John Bannister Tabb (and set 
to the sweet shape note tune Primrose), encapsulate for me our first source, the direct experience of transcending mystery.” 

TIME FOR ALL AGES   “Nature Walk, Nature Talk” Marena McGregor  
JOYS AND SORROWS Rev. Leslie Takahashi 
MEDITATION HYMN #123, “Spirit of Life” (Carolyn McDade, harm. Grace Lewis McLaren) 

“Spirit of Life” was written as a prayer by Carolyn McDade, a feminist activist, songwriter, and a leader in the movement opposing 
U.S. policies in Central America.  

TIME OF MEDITATION AND PRAYER Rev. Rodney Lemery 
MUSICAL OFFERING  “Brand New America” (Keb’Mo’) Mark Tuning 
CALL FOR THE OFFERING Steve Hirsch, Board President 
OFFERTORY   Improvisation  Brett Carson (piano) 

Each week during the Offertory we light two pillar candles to acknowledge that we are living in a nation at war. The candles 
represent our wishes for all whose lives are endangered by the conflict, and our hopes for peace. While the offering is received you are 
invited to come forward and select a stone to place in the column of water representing our community life, sharing it as a sign of 
remembrance and hope. Feel free to watch and hold your intention as your stone settles into the water’s embrace. 

DEDICATION OF THE OFFERING  
“To the work of this community, in transforming ourselves and our world, we dedicate ourselves and our offerings.” 

SERMON   “Thinking Outside the Skull” Miranda Lennox 
CLOSING HYMN #134   “Our World is One World” (Cecily Taylor, arr. Richard Graves) 

The words and music to this hymn were written by Cecily Taylor, a 20th century poet and composer of several hymns. 
BENEDICTION AND EXTINGUISHING THE CHALICE  Rev. Leslie Takahashi 
POSTLUDE   "On Green Dolphin Street" (Bronisław Kaper/Ned Washington) Brett Carson (piano) 
_____________________________ 
NEXT SUNDAY:  
Rooted, Inspired and Ready:  A Virtual General Assembly Recap. Each year we do a service which 
shares with you the highlights of the annual General Assembly of Congregations of the Unitarian 
Universalist Association. This year more than 20 people with ties to MDUUC attended so come and 
hear some of them reflect on what they think you should know about the country’s largest gathering of 
our faith. Send pictures from General Assemblies past that you have participated in to 
photos@mduuc.org for the Affirmation of Community. 

--- 
Please join us for our virtual coffee hour at after the service at: https://zoom.us/j/93676655645 

Dial by your location  669 900 9128 Meeting ID: 936 7665 5645 # 
Show Them Some Love!!!  Do you love the Time for All ages? Did intern Miranda Lennox make you sing 
for joy?  Did a choir piece knock your socks off? Did you completely get transported by Brett’s music? 
Take a moment and let them know.  Staff emails are on the back of this Beacon and on each week’s 

https://zoom.us/j/93676655645


program. In this time when we are not together, people who work hard to bring you worship aren’t 
getting much feedback.  Please let them know that what they do matters! 
Thanks to our AV Tech staff, Colin Ketcham (who ran the presentation, video and audio clips), Liam 
Takahashi (video creation and editing) and Mark Tuning (music recording, presentation creation, 
video and audio editing) 
 
Please remember that we are trying to keep staff safe by using virtual giving.  If you can, please 
consider using on-line donations or text to give: 
To Give or Pledge go to: https://www.mduuc.org/give/ 

Questions? Contact jenm@mduuc.org for technical questions or mariearce@mduuc.org for financial 
questions.  
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LIVING OUR VALUES 

At Mt. Diablo UU Church we strive to bring to life our Unitarian Universalist values as we seek truth and work for justice and 
bridge the divisions that wound the human family. This is a place to learn a little about what is happening in our world and find 
quick ways you can take action. If you have suggestions, email to livingourvalues@mduuc.org.  
 
SPIRITUAL CARE 

● Watch Black Lives Matter Global Network Managing Director Kailee Scales as she joins renowned physician, author, and 
philosopher Deepak Chopra, M.D. to discuss how trauma can affect our health. 
Watch It Here 

ACTIONS 

● Please consider registering to vote if you haven’t already done so or share this link with as many people as you know to 
get out the vote! 
Register to Vote Here 

● Our California economy is being rocked by uncertainty surrounding COVID-19. There’s no denying that some businesses 
will be hit harder than others. Now is the time for us to unite across our differences and support policies that help the 
most vulnerable small businesses survive and provide good jobs in our communities. 
https://opportunity4all.org/takeaction/ 

● Consider signing the petition to have 6 reforms to prosecution in Contra Costa County, CA 
Sign Here 

● Consider contacting Gov. Newsom, Assembly Member Ting, & Senator Mitchell to tell them you support the closure of 
two CA-owned prisons to reallocate those funds back to communities. 
Use the form found here 

● Phone call to Defund the Contra Costa County Sheriff 
Start a Call Here 

EDUCATION 

Every movement needs allies — people who aren’t directly impacted, but want to help. Part of fighting racism and being a good 
ally means learning what NOT to do. On Facebook, Holiday Philips offers five excellent examples of actions that are not allyship 
and what to do instead 
https://www.facebook.com/holidayphillips/posts/2354699944831092 
 
Unfinished Business: A Study of DuBois’ Reconstruction in America to Now.  Please consider registering for and attending this 4 
part series. Please note, these are also available online at the Side with Love Facebook account: 
https://www.facebook.com/f1d379eb-3ab5-4ae7-b5da-39865bf0aa5d 
 
OR you can register to view it real-time over four Wednesdays: June 10, June 17, July 1 and July 8 4pm - 6pm PST.  
Register Here 
 
Want to become more involved, this article has great tips for activism and public service Read the article here 
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