
MT.  DIABLO UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH 
Sunday, February 21, 2021 

“What We Cannot Unknow” 
SUNDAY PROGRAM - WELCOME! 

 

GATHERING MUSIC Brett Carson, piano 
GATHERING SONG #188, “Come, Come, Whoever You Are” / “Ven, ven, cual eres ven” 
These words of the 13th-century Persian poet Rumi, a leader of the early Sufi movement in Islam, were set to music by the Rev. 
Lynn Ungar.  “Ven, ven…” is a Spanish translation used in Latinx congregations. 
PRELUDE   Children's Song No. 1 (Chick Corea) Brett Carson, piano 

WELCOME Rev. Leslie Takahashi, Lead Minister 
Linda Russell,  Board Representative 

INVOCATION  Be ours a religion which like sunshine goes everywhere,  Led by Scott Schrader 
its temple all space, its shrine the good heart, its creed all truth, its ritual works of love. - Theodore Parker 

LIGHTING OF THE CHALICE  Marianne Callahan 
Each week we light a chalice, which has become a symbol for Unitarian Universalists and our engagement in the world. 

TIME FOR ALL AGES   “Shelving In Place”  Puppets & Friends
  

SINGING THE CHILDREN TO THEIR CLASSES Marena McGregor 
May your minds be open to new learning, May your lips bring truth into the world 

May your heart know love and your hands do the work of justice 
as you go your way in peace. 

AFFIRMATION OF COMMUNITY Rev. Leslie Takahashi 
CALL TO WORSHIP Jim Lincoln, Worship Associate 
HYMN #83, “Winds Be Still” 

Unitarian Universalist writer and teacher Richard Kimball of Maine wrote these words for Methodist composer Samuel Wesley’s                                 
hymn “Lead Me Lord.” 

JOYS AND SORROWS Rev. Rodney Lemery 
MEDITATION HYMN #1053, “How Could Anyone?” Led by Miranda Lennox 
Composed in 1988 and first recorded in 1990, Libby Roderick’s simple song has been used worldwide by groups large and small as 
a song of healing. 
TIME OF MEDITATION AND PRAYER Rev. Leslie Takahashi 
MUSICAL OFFERING  “Woke Up This Morning” (arr. Rollo Dilworth) Chalice Choir 
CALL FOR THE OFFERING Jim Lincoln, Board Member 
OFFERTORY    "Crystal Silence" (Chick Corea)  Brett Carson, piano 

Each week during the Offertory we light two pillar candles to acknowledge that we are living in a nation at war. The candles 
represent our wishes for all whose lives are endangered by the conflict, and our hopes for peace. While the offering is received you are 
invited to come forward and select a stone to place in the column of water representing our community life, sharing it as a sign of 
remembrance and hope. Feel free to watch and hold your intention as your stone settles into the water’s embrace. 

DEDICATION OF THE OFFERING  
“To the work of this community, in transforming ourselves and our world, we dedicate ourselves and our offerings.” 

REFLECTION Rev. Rodney Lemery 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE 
REFLECTION Rev. Leslie Takahashi 
CLOSING HYMN   #131, “Love Will Guide Us” 

Sally Rogers is a public elementary school music teacher, touring folk musician and songwriter whose works promote justice, unity, 
and peace. 

BENEDICTION AND EXTINGUISHING THE CHALICE  Rev. Leslie Takahashi 
POSTLUDE   "Armando's Rhumba" (Chick Corea) Brett Carson, piano 
  The Prelude, Postlude and Offertory are presented in memory of legendary jazz pianist Chick Corea, who passed away February 
9, 2021. He was 79. 

_____________________________ 
NEXT SUNDAY: Right Speech.  We have learned many things in these past painful years. We have witnessed 
the damage that can be caused by hate speech and we have seen the new conversations we need to have about free 
speech in an age of social media. How are we, as people of intention, engaging in these conversations? Join Rev. 
Leslie Takahashi for this service. For the Affirmation of Community, please take a picture of yourself with a word you 
wish we would see more in our media! 
 
 
Please join us for our virtual coffee hour at after the service at: https://zoom.us/j/811493869 or dial in 
669 900 9128 then enter Meeting ID: 811 493 869 # 

https://zoom.us/j/811493869


Thanks to our AV Tech staff, Colin Ketcham (who ran the presentation, video and audio clips), Liam 
Takahashi (video creation and editing) Troy Yochelson (Sanctuary cameras) and Mark Tuning (music 
recording, presentation creation, video and audio editing) 
Please remember that we are trying to keep staff safe by using virtual giving.  If you can, please 
consider using on-line donations or text to give: 
To Give or Pledge go to: https://www.mduuc.org/give/ 

Questions? Contact jenm@mduuc.org for technical questions or mariearce@mduuc.org for financial 
questions.  
 

 
LIVING OUR VALUES 

At Mt. Diablo UU Church we strive to bring to life our Unitarian Universalist values as we seek truth and work for 
justice and bridge the divisions that wound the human family. This is a place to learn a little about what is happening 
in our world and find quick ways you can take action. If you have suggestions, email to livingourvalues@mduuc.org.  

Please find a summary of the various virtual action items we are working on this week and if you need more 
information about them you can always visit https://mduuc.org/living-our-values/.  Also remember that you can 
email your own items and ways to participate in virtual justice work to livingourvalues@mduuc.org. 
 
Please find a summary of the various virtual action items we are working on this week and if you need more 
information about them you can always visit Living Our Values.  Also remember that you can email your own items 
and ways to participate in virtual justice work to livingourvalues@mduuc.org. 
 
POSTCARDS FOR JUSTICE 
We are excited to offer another postcard activist program for all of you!  We are asking people to pick-up postcard 
packs to write notes to Governor Gavin Newsom.  This month we are hoping to deliver to Governor Newsom a large 
number of postcards asking him to reevaluate the distribution of COVID vaccines based solely on age moving 
forward.  Recently an influential state committee has held fast, for now, to California’s decision to make age — not 
disability or chronic health condition — the primary criteria for getting a faster COVID vaccine. Our position is that 
this strict adherence to age alone doesn’t match the disproportionality of those affected by COVID-19 who are largely 
people of color in our communities.  You can read further on this debate using this hyperlink in any web browser: 
https://tinyurl.com/MDUUC-VACCINE 
Please safely drop onto the campus and pick up a packet of 8 postcards and instructions!  Thank you for your 
continued participation and support in these ways we Live our UU Values! 
 
VIRTUAL MEETUPS 
Saturday Virtual Hour of Action 2/20/2021 3:00 PM to 4:00 PM 
Using a Google Slide deck provided by the UU College of Social Justice we will center ourselves collectively, educate 
one another on justice issues and actually do some real-time petition signing. This is a tech-focused opportunity and 
we recognize that everyone has a wide variety of tech abilities. Please email Rev. Rodney directly if you could use a 
training session before the actual meeting and we can arrange one for you! 
 
Journey Toward Wholeness 2/24/2021 7:30 PM to 9:00 PM 
Members and Friends of MDUUC who identify as white are invited to this gathering to create a sacred space where 
we can engage in what it means to decenter whiteness in a culture which centers whiteness. We will engage together 
to understand oppression as it exists within ourselves and around us. You are encouraged to attend in spite or 
because of your level of awareness or understanding. We will engage texts, multi-media, and other sources and 
engage in dialogue. 
*This space is specifically for people who identify as white. A sibling group for People of Color is held at the same 
time. 
 
How to Be an Anti Racist Book Discussion 2/26/2021 11:00 AM to 12:30 PM 
Consider joining Rev. Rodney, Indigo and others as we explore the book "How to be an Anti-racist" by Dr. Ibram X. 
Kendi. Each month we gather to review 2-3 chapters of the book and have an open discussion on the concepts we 
have learned. This is a drop-in class and you do NOT need to have read the book to join, though the discussion is 
greatly improved if you have. 
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Social Justice Movie Night 2/26/2021 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM 
Please join us for a viewing and discussion of the 1 hour and 6 minute long film Agents of Change! From the 
well-publicized events at San Francisco State in 1968 to the image of black students with guns emerging from the 
takeover of the student union at Cornell University in April, 1969, the struggle for a more relevant and meaningful 
education, including demands for black and ethnic studies programs, became a clarion call across the country in the 
late 1960's.  
 
 


